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CORONAVIRUS 
(COVID 19)

APPENDIX B TO ‘STEP 4’ RISK ASSESSMENT COVID19-5 ‘MANAGEMENT’ 

[TESTING]

1. Lateral Flow Devices (LFD)1 - Asymptomatic Testing:
LFD Home-testing kits issued to all Staff Members to identify asymptomatic individuals; the kits are: 

· Uniquely number coded2 

· One use only3
· To be stored and used at normal room temperature; direct sunlight and chilling is to be avoided 

· Not to be used to break an already imposed self-isolation period

· Still required, post being fully vaccinated
· Available at pharmacies and ‘on-line’
2. Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) - Confirmatory Testing:
Are available through school supplies for staff or pupils (given to the parents) who develop symptoms whilst in school and may have difficulty in obtaining testing elsewhere. 
Otherwise these are normally conducted by appointed medical personnel and require a formal analysis 

3. Testing Schedule:  
Taking the LFD tests is voluntary.

For those who do take the LFD tests, they should be performed twice a week, with a four-day separation between them and they should only be undertaken prior to attending school for work or other commitments4.

For the purposes of St Joseph’s personnel management, all staff members will be assigned to two groups A and B, each with differing test days and the mandatory 4-day separation. 

· Group A test days - Monday and Thursday

· Group B test days - Tuesday and Fridays  

3.    Taking the LFD Test:
To ensure an accurate result it is vital that the test is performed correctly5. Diligently follow the instructions in the ‘Step-by-Step guide for COVID-19 Self Testing’ handbook issued by HMG/NHST&T (available as a hard copy in school, or an e-copy through the school shared site, and/or view the YouTube video - ‘COVID19 SELF TEST (RAPID ANTIGEN TEST)’.   
4. LFD Test Results:
The result is obtained within 30 minutes of conducting the test. Consequently, on working days the test is to be performed with sufficient time for the result to be received and recorded before leaving home for the working day. 

The result of the test, is to be:

· Reported on-line (www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result) or 

· Reported by telephone - 119 and    
· passed to the SBM (the appointed LFD Coordinator & Registrar) if it indicates a positive result 

If the test presents a positive result the individual is to stay at home and arrange for a PCR test asap

5. PCR Test and Results:

The individual is to stay at home (iaw PHE guidance) until the result of the PCR test is known

If the PCR test proves positive the individual is to advise the Headteacher, and NHSTAT will advise what subsequent actions are to be implemented6 

If the PCR test is taken within two days of the LFD test, and is a negative result, and there are no Covid-19 symptoms then the individual may return to work/school7. 

If the test proves to be void, then a second test is to be performed. 

If a second test is also void, then a more formal PCR test is to be booked asap8. 
6. Staff Member - Individuals Actions if advised as a ‘Close Contact’
Fully Vaccinated: Not required to Self-Isolate but advised to take a PCR test asap. The individual may continue to work (come into school) until the PCR test is taken; further attendance in work will then depend upon the test result.

Not Fully Vaccinated: Close Contact or a household member tests positive - Self Isolate (10 days). May return to work after self-isolation period providing that the symptoms have gone or the only symptoms remaining are a cough or anosmia. 
Notes:

1.    Also referred to as ‘Rapid Antigen Test’ 
2.    A QR Code, an ID Number or a Bar-Code, which will be recorded by the testing coordinator when the test kits are issued.

3.    Used testing kits can be disposed of via the normal household waste.

4.    Unless there is an urgent call to attend school, DO NOT perform the test if working from home.

5.    Food and drink should not be consumed 30 minutes before taking the test.

6.    In this case the current national procedures for a suspected infection case should be applied
7.    If Covid-19 symptoms subsequently become evident, then the procedures of Risk Assessment 19-4 ‘Containment’ will apply.
8.    In this instance the appropriate precautionary measures apply until the results of a PCR test are received
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