Deepening Understanding

The Water Cycle

Did you know that there is the same amount
of water on Earth now .as there was when
the Earth waos first formed? This is hecause
of a process that includes precipitation,
known os The Water Cycle.
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How does the Water Ciycle work?

I. To hegin with, water, which is stored
on Earth in lokes, seas, .oceans, streams
and rivers, is heated up by the sun. This
turns the liquid water into a gos called
w.aker NOpour.

2. At this point, the water vapour rises and
exaporation.

3. As the water vapour rises, it begins to
cool down and hecomes liquid .again. This
part of the process is called condensation.

* You .sometimes see condensaltion .on kitchen
.and bathroom window.s.

The heat from the sun is a vital
part of the cycle.

L. As the water reaches the ground, it
flows hack to rivers, sea, streams .and
oceans. Some water is ahsorhed by plants
or drunk by animals, but most ends up in
bodies of water. This final part is called
collection.

5. The cycle is now ready to begin .again.

This process is .continwous and is
happening all around ws, all the time. The
Water Cycle is wital for life .on Earth.
Without it, life would not he .able to exist
on our planet.

Did. syou know?
The Water Cycle is .also known as the
Hydrological Cycle.

D,

© Copyright Deepening Understanding LTD 2017
Phaotacopiable for educational purposes only



http://library.thinkquest.org/04apr/00222/words.htm#lmnop
http://library.thinkquest.org/04apr/00222/words.htm#def
http://library.thinkquest.org/04apr/00222/words.htm#abc
http://library.thinkquest.org/04apr/00222/words.htm#tuv

